The Mystery of the Summer House
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L on the contrary, had chosen the
chair furthest removed from it, and
even that chair 1 had edged back
to the wall, in an almost involun-
tary movement which took me as
tar from the dead body as possible

S0 | sa’. there, and watched my
uncle, who scarcely, s It seemed
to me, took his eyes for & mowme!t
frow the besutiful dead face Ie
bardly stirred & muscle, and the
silence was 80 extreme that onee,
when he got up from his chalr and
the -wicker, relloved of his welght,
gave out its creakings, I almost
jumped at the startling change.

I watched, curfous to know what
he was about (o do. He had been
sitting to the right of the body. He
moved, stepping with great care,
acrgss to the other side of it. Then
he stpoped down and lifted the left
hand, which lay, palm upward, on
the flgor. [ thought that he was
golpg to lift it to his lips, but in-
stegd, when he had ralsed it but &
very Httle, he put it down again
quiétly and reverently.

God knows what was in his mind
as he did the action, 1 doubted
much whether he knew bhimself,
and of a surety I did not. Bnt after
he.had done this he went back and
sat 4n the same chair again, almost
pregisaly in the same attitude as
beforse, gazing down into the face
that heg had loved.

He Wd loved her—no human be-
ing who had ever seen them to-
gether for two moments could well
have a doubt of that. For my own
part, | may admit at onc. that 1

, did pot love her. 1 naver had.
Bitterly as 1 might grieve for the
cruel death that had taken one
who seemed so peculiarly full of
life and of the enjoyment of llife,
1 cpuld not disguisg from myseif
that the thought had come into my
mind time and again during the
last year or two that it would have
been hetter with my uncle had he
never met her, that it would be
far better for him even now could
some kind fate remove her.

Remove her Fate had, but one
hardly could call it kind, as the
white mognlight or the yellow lan-
tern ray fell on the patch of erim-
son. I speak without any personal
knowladge of such places, but from
all pna hears of society in hill sta-
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tions in lndia, S8imla s not the spot
of all othars to which a wise man
who was nol very young would go to
choose o~ bimself quite s young wife.

Very surely it was with no such
intent in mind that my Uncle Ralph
had gone there. It had just so bhap-
pened that, returning from & shoot-
ing trip in Cashmere, Simla lay in
bis way, so, almost as & thing of
course, he had paid It & visil

There bappened to Ralph Carl
ton what does now and again be-
fa)l & man who has lived nearly
forty years without any sgarious
teminine influence coming Into his
Itfe. It absorbed him.s It took
complete possession of him. That
was the aocount of it which we
heard at length from acquaintances
who were at Simla at the time, but
we did not hear it until the mar-
rlage was an accomplished fact,

Of course there was no obvious
reason why their wedding should
be delayed—possibly there were
many reAsons why, once it was de-
termined on, it was better that it
should be hastened. Uncle Ralph
may very well have persuaded hime
self that his duty to the estate de-
manddd his return to England—he
as much as sald later that this was
his determining motive. But it was
more likely than not that his des-
perate Infatuation was by far the
strongest motive, although he may
possibly not have realized it, And
it was not in the least likely that
the girl's people would put any ob-
stacles or delay in_the way of her
wedding a man of Uncle Ralph's
position and quite sufficlent [or-
tune.

It was & far better marriage than
there was the least reason 1o ex-
pect that the daughter of an Indian
civil servant would make. It ap-
peared, moreover, that Enid Went-
worth had enjoyed her full share
of the adventures that were likely
to befall a very beautiful and
pleasure-loving girl in a soclety of
that kind. Some of the gossips
went so far as to hint that her
people were only too glad to get
her safely married.

At all events, the first news that
I received of the step which Uncle
Ralph contemplated came in a
cablegram informing me of his en-
gagement, and before I had time to
get his letter, full of more than

. boylsh enthusiasm over the trans-

cendent beauty and bewitching
qualities of his betrothed, the knot
had been tied as irrevocably as
church and law could fasten it.

I do not mean to pretend that
the news did not come Lo me as
something llke a blow: 1 was, I
hope, delighted that my dear Uncle

Ralph, whom 1 loved almost as ‘g

second father, had found such hap-
piness as his letter expressed, hut
I had certain misgivings on ‘ac
count of the haste in which all had
been done, as well as of the con-
giderable difference in age between
bim and his bride. And 1 had to
face the fact that it was llkely to

plans. Uncle Ralph had id in
hie letter that Enid joined fhim in
the hope that 1 should still live
with them at Scotney and Keep my
place as his “managing divector'—
s0 he styled me—but until their
arrival in England 1 never sup-
posed for a moment that I was
likely to do so. Howgver, when
they did arrive, terms Wwere struck
between us on the basis which 1
have described. and I, stayed on.

I have to confess thiat when first
I saw my new youpg aunt 1 fell
completely under her fascination.

_ It was no wonder tliat Uncle Ralph
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had vielded to it. She was lovely,
really quite faultlessly lovely, io &
fair, mignonne fashion.

Al the litte fealures were per
fectly shaped, the nose just suffi-
ciently aquiline to give character
and almost digoity to the face.
Her complexion, in spite of the
Indian sun, was ke ivory, with the
most delicate flush of warm blood
and abounding health-giving life to
it, and neither cold nor heat ever
geemed to affect it at gll. Her eyes
were large, blue and expressive,
and her hair of the color of ripe
corn. But above and beyond all
these positive beautles 1 think It
was the wonderful daintiness of
her ensemble that chiefly took me
captive,

She dressed beautifully and in
perfect taste, and her slight figure
ghowed off her frocks to the utmost
advantage., But the pearl-like deli-
cacy, the extraordinary cleanness,
as if not g speck of dirt or dust
could be tolerated or could possibly
rest on her, is not describable,

So she was introduced, this beau-
tiful fairy-like creature, into our
#olid and perhaps rather sombre
English home, and at first I, watch-
ing them, loved to see the.way In
which Unele Ralph's eye followed
her about the room as she came
and went, and to note his loverly
ways with her. It struck me, even,
from the start, (hat there was &
carelessness in her manner of re-
gponseé to such little caressing acts
of his as | was allowed to see which
did not suggest a return of equall
devotion. It hurt me.

I was most thankful to be able to|
believe that Uncle Ralph did not
notice any lack of ferveney on her
part. He was always more than
satisfied with her, always disposed
to sing her pralse and commend
her actions, and often 1 was|
touched by the way in which he|
would glance from her to me, when
ghe arranged a flower pretiily or
did any trivial aect with heg own
peculiar grace, or when she made|
any particularly daring speech or'
quip, for she had acquired in India|
a freedom of man-like language
quite strange to us at Scotney, and
would smile, as {f taking me into
his confidence and saying, “Was|
there ever anvthing so beautiful
and so perfect in the world be
fore?"”

This is what hlk look and its ac-
companying smile would ask. And
at the first | was able to smile back
at him, with willing and admiring

assent, but_by degrees, as I learnt|[¥

to know her better, and began to

learn, particularly. how very little, | F.0

in that shallow nature, there was|j
to know, I found myself often at a
loss how to

would turn my eyes aszide or pre-
tend ahsorption in work og in a
hook, when 1 knew that it would be
coming.

There were moments when I!
came pear te despising poor Uncle |

.Ralph for his blindness in not see- i

ing a little more of what the soul,
if she had one, of this meost ex-|
quisite piece of human porcelain
was composed. But principally i
was a most profound pity that 1|
felt for him, mingled with a wonder |
whether he really were quite so |
blind as he seemed, or whether he |
wilfully declingd to see what was -
vreally obvious,s

Just a trace of a look of doubt, |
of distress, of puzzlement, came, as
it seemed to me, now and again,
into those adoring, dog-like eyes of
his, following his wife as she
moved—just a little questioning in
them, taking the place of the old
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nswer. or even to bear,|[&
that look, and often and often Ik

‘tion and of quicker aptiudes, as-

glad confidence, as he turned them
from her to me.

Under the counsulship of my
Aunt Enid, Uncle Halph was &
good deal more away from Bcotpey
than iu the old days, and & good

deal more away than he cared (o 4
be. He was essentially & man of

the country, and of the natural life;
she, essentially a woman of clties
and of the artificial. She took him
often to London, which he detested,
and to & mode of London life which
he loathed with a speclal detesta-
tion. Bhe took him o Ciro's,
where he bored himself nearly Lo
death while she plrouetied, im the
latest fox-trots and cake-walks with
all and sundry white-walstcoated
young men. She took him to revues
inpumerable, to musical comedies
and lto Savoy suppers after them

And then, of course, It was only
natural and seemly that the young
men with whom she had danced at
Ciro's and had supped at the Bavoy
should be asked to stay at Scotney.
They were asked, and they came,
and they talked a language to-
gether of which Uncle Ralph could
scarcely understand the elements.

Aunt Enid, of their own genera-

similated it wonderfully. She was
one of their lot, and Uncle Ralph
was not one of them and was, and

must have felt himsell, out of NI
They lsughed and talked together
put always about oo scemly sub
jects, all through dinner, and Uncle
Ralph, at the head of his own table,
would sit almost sllent, still watch-
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/

~the Poet's type. Thin delicats
skin, flaxen hair, blue eyes limpid
and wide apart. i

Foermula - Delicataly shade Djer-Kise
Duchesse Marie Rouge. Finish with
ouchof Kits Blanche Face Powder .
If & rose glow is desired, finh |1

with Djer-Kiss Rose Face Powder.

Golden Hair. Thae skin of
warmer tunt than the Silver

Blonde. Raosy color in cheeks
and blue eyes
Fermuls - U r- Kisa Charlotre Cor

E-u&'.s; i s P vith Dy

Titran

Type
—the Painter’s —with hair
of wonderful of burnished

gold and reddish tines.

Formula 1 Dyjpe-Kass Char-
EEnBErare

Ash
Blonde
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Grayush Plue Eyes. A skin less
colorful than the Gelden Blonde.
Brownuh glints and gleams m
hair.

Fl" Tl &1 . AR 2]
ouh.l.))rr Kinml':u:?:dn ;J‘I’:‘uur

Soften with finel touch of Djer-Kiss
Chair Fage Powder, Ot if & deeper towe
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Here is the Dijer-Kiss
Chart. And in this
chart you will find
combinations of colorings
of Rouge and Face
Powder, chosen by
artists themselves, colors
which blend to suit
your complexion—to

NOWr she looks at herself with pride
because she appears more slender,
more stylish, years younger since wear-
ing “Stylish-Stout” Sveltline Corsets,

designed by the Sveltline system. An
47 West 34th Street, New York.
325 West Jackson Bly'd, Chicago.
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ing her at times with the spaniel
eves bat sometimes again with the
nuzeled look, and with a glance at
me as M tlacitly sshlug Wy views
about it all,

| had my own views, very clearly
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Sveltline System

expert at your
properly.

Stout™ Corsets.

By Horace Hutchinson

formed, but 1 did not think &
would do either of us, nor the gen-
eril situatin of things, any good

wéare | to lmpart it to hlm,
(To Be Com nued Next Bundwy.)
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| The Djer-Kiss Chart — select your type

preserve tor you the
charm ot your type.

Truly, when you use
Djer-Kiss Rouge and
Dyer-Kiss Face Powder
naturally, wisely -as we
suggest ~you find the
utmost of ‘beauty, the
utmost ot natural charm.
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but increass your natural charm
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exquisite color cards by poted artists
and learn how the wise blending of Dier-Kiss Rouge and Face Powder can
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Choose [rom them  your

Mail but six cents in stamps to the Alfred

H. Smith Cs., J:Wﬂ )#l\ Sereet, New York City.
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Eyes of gray or bluish gram A
fine strong white skin contrasting
with light brown hair

Formula: Either Dyer Kisa Charlotte

Corday or Duchesse Mane Rouge,
with Chair Face Powder. ‘

American

Brunette

Brilliant Brunette. A fine vibrant

skin. Dark brown hair.  Spark.
ling brown eyes which call for
lively color .
Fermuia U'se Prncesse ac

line
Rouge. Finush with Chair or fi“l“nd\.

Face Powder.
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Fru nelie

embraces darker brunette types
with deeper Oriental colonng of
hasr, skin and eyes

Formula: Ulse mddy 1oned Rouge Prin
cease Jacgueline.  And with it, Djer Kise
R achel Face Powder.

Groy. Haired
I pe

The gravhaued woman is the

dllhn","ur-lll- { wonan ||-n l\,'w
of Grande Dame

Formu'a - Goay haved type with biue or
Bray eyea: uwe Puchesse Manie Rouge
with Wlanche F'ace Powder, 11 dark sved,

use Prncesse Jacgueline o Charlone
Corday Rouge with Char or Rachel
“ace 'owder,
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